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THE REV. CLIFTON M. WEIHE 


Pastor Weihe is an Associate Director of The Lutheran Evangelism 
Mission of The United Lutheran Church in Amarica. 


Pestor Weihe, successfully directed and conducted the two Evangelism 
Missions in the New Amsterdam and Skeldon Areas. Born in Portville, lowa 
U.S.A., he received his Education at Lutheran College and Mount Airy 
Seminary in Philadelphia Previous to his present position he served as As- 
sistant Pastor, St. John's Lutheran Church, Allentown, Pa., and was at one 
time, Director of Public School Music in Lanberton, Minnesota. 
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REV. VIGGO SWENSEN, D.D.- 


Dr. Swensen is pastor of Zion Lutheran 
Church, Harrisburg, Pa., and also a mem- 
ber of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. Dr. 
Swensen is of Norwegian descent. He re- 
cejved his early education in the United 
States, graduating in 1934 with his B. D. 
degree from Gettysburg Seminary, Pa. In 
1951, Gettysburg honored Pastor Swensen 
with the Doctor of Divinity Degree. Dr. 
Swensen assisted Pastor Weihe in conduct- 
ing the Missions and was the special 
speaker for the Mass Rallies in the New 
Amsterdam and Skeldon Areas. 


MR. CYRIL S. CHU 


Mr. C.S. Chu presently serves as 
Stewardship Secretary and Chairman of the 
Evangelism Committee of the Evangelice! 


Lutheran Church in British Guiana. 


As General Chairman for the Area 
Missions, it was his privilege to be 
actively engeged, assisting Psstor Weihe 
and DrSwensen 


The Church in British Guiana, has select- 
ed Mr. Chu as lay-delegate, toattend the 
Third Lutheran World Federaticn Assembly- 
The Assembly Meets in Minneapolis 


Minnesota, US A-, August 15—25, 1957 


THE NEW AMSTERDAM LUTHERAN EVANGELISM MISSION 


FINAL REPORT OF MISSION PROGRESS 


FEBRUARY 22, 1957 


Number Churches Reporting 
Number of Lay Visitors 

Number of Calls Assigned 

Number of Calls Completed 
Number of Persons Interviewed 
Number Enrolling for Pastor's Class 


Number Desiring to Transfer Membership 
Number Desiring to Make Re-affirmation of Faith 


Numbe- -£ Children for Baptism 
eS oe — a 


Thursday Totals For Weel 
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January—February 


Number of Children for Church School 15 68 
Number of Individua!s brought to the Service 109 338 
Number of Other Vistors at Services 118 1215 
Evening Attendances Evening Offerings 

Sunday, February |7 352 Sunday, February 17 $ 2857 
Monday, February 18 995 Monday, February 18 18.04 
Tuesday, February 19 847 Tuesday, February 19 20.93 
Wednesday, February 20 989 Wednesday, February 20 DONS 
Thursday, February 21] 937 Thursday, February 2 | 20.05 
Total Evening Attendance 4 120 Total Evening Offerings 109.73 
Total Sunday, February 17 

a. m. Attendance 31] Total Rally Offerings 45 .3| 
Total Sunday Afternoon 

Leadership Rally 200 Total Mission Offering to Date 155.04 
Friday, night rally 652 


Total Mission Attendance to Date 5283 
THE SKELDON LUTHERAN EVANGELISM MISSION 
FINAL REPORT OF MISSION PROGRESS 
MARCH I 1957 


Thursday Totals For Week 
Number Churches Reporting 4 
Number of Lay Visitors = 32 
Number of Calls Assigned - 13 121 
Number of Calls Completed 10 97 
Number cf Persons Interviewed 14 226 
Number Enrolling for Pastor's Class 8 69 
Number Desiring to Transfer Membership | y: 
Number Desiring to Make Re-affirmation of Faith — 3 
Number of Children for Baptism 7 24 
Number of Children for Church School 9 79 
Number of Individuals Brought to the Services 3 83 

57 595 


Number of other Visitors at Services 


_ Afternoon and Evening Attendance ’- Evening Offering 


Sunday, February. 24 398 Sunday, February. 24 $10.45 
Monday, February, 25 358 plus 200 SHS. Monday, February 25 9,86 
Tuesday, February, 26 304 Tuesday, February 26 10.18 
Wednesday, February, 27 321 plus 200 SHS. Wednesday _,, 27 10.48 
Thursday February, 28 2 |! plus 200 SHS. Thursday f 28 |2.77 
Total Evening Attendance 1592 plus 600 SHS. Total Eveniiig Offerings 53.74 
Total Sunday, February 24 Total’ Rally Offering 20.16 
a.m. Attendance 184 ous 
Total Sunday Afternoon 
Leadership Rally 70 Total Mission Gfferings to date 73 90 
164 202 57% of confirmed members 


Friday night Rally 


Total Mission Attendance to Date, 3602 plus 600 SHS. 


_ Grand Total 


average evening attendance 
429 7% of communing 
members average evening attendance. 

4202 
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THE BERBICE RIVER PARISH 


PASTOR H.C. MAGALEE 


THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL 
PARISH COUNCIL 
CONFERENCE 


The new year started out with a BANG 
as the workers and councilmen of the 
Parish assembled at Mt. Carmel Church, 
Ituni for their annual conference with the 
theme “Christian Service.” 


On Friday evening, January II, the 
“Swan Il” Filled from ‘'stem to stern” with 
God’s workers of the Parish arrived at |tuni. 
A few hours before anoutboard motor bore 
the happy delegates from Mt. Olivet and 
Hururu. 


: 


For days before, Catechist Blair and his 
Faithful workers had worked on preparations 
and now it was the delegates’ privilege to 
enjoy their hospitality. The men were 
lodged in the spacious school hall and 
the ladies in the hostel under the kindly 
care of Matron Sarah Campbell. 


The meals were served under a big tent- 
picturesquely located at the junction of 
the main river and the Ituni Creek and 
From the adjacent kitchen the faithful cooks 
kept the physical needs of delegates well 
supplied. The Mt. Olivet delegation, strong 
in number and stronger yet in appetite 
secured an inconspicuous but yet strategic 
corner of the tent and, from there, con- 
tributed substantially to the disappearance 
of a'whole ox in four meals! This magical 
performance plunged our good cooks in a 
state of grave consternation but, like good 
cooks, they quickly overcame their dismay and 
turned to the old “stand-by” saltfish | But 
even this did not blunt the capacity of the 
delegation from Mt. Olivet. They kept 
on victoriously - from plate to plate. 


The Programme Conference will ever 
be grateful to Pastors Ingalls and 
Christhilf for their splendid contribution to 
its spiritual fare. The Pastors each lectur- 


Southern Cross 


ed fortwo hours and evoked much discuss- 
ion and thought. 


Mr. Kenneth Birbalsingh had the teachers 
in an hour’s lecture and at a later <ession 
they saw fit to organise themselves into 
a Lutheran Teachers Associaticn of the 
Berbice River. They have set out as’ their 
aims— 


|. To assist in the efforts of teachers 
to secure their class certificates. 
Unification of curriculum. 

Seeking to keep abreast with 
modern methods 

More! '« comprehensive 
instructions. 

Closer cooperation 


church life. 


religious 


O F oN 


with school- 


The committee members of this new or 
ganization are :— Mr. K. H. Birbalsingh, 
president, Catechist W.A. Blair, vice- 
president, Mr. Thomas Fredericks. Catech- 
ist C. J. Duggin, Treasurer with other 
teachers of Mt. Olivet School as other 
members of the committee. 


While the teachers met, Pastor Magalee, 
spoke to the councilmen on The Little 
things that count in Christian Service 


On Saturday morning Matins was con- 
ducted by Mr. Matthew Fredericks, a 
councilman of Mt. Carmel Church and 
Catechist C-C. Fredericks delivered an 
inspiting message. At this service 
Catechist W.A. Blair, on behalf of his 
congregation extended a welcome to Cen- 
ference. Pastor Magalee gave a brief 
history of the Mt. Carmel congregation. 


On Saturday afternoon, Mr. Charles 
Morris, councilman of Reformation Church 
lead in Vespers and Catechist C. J. Duggin 
of St. Paul preached a very practical and 
helpful sermon. 


The Business Session [he sessions wes 
formely opened by the Vice-president 
Catechist W.A. Blair. The Secretary, 
Catechist J. F. Munro then called the roll | 
at which time the various delegates were | 


introduce. | 


The Officers of Conference were re- 
elected and Mr. William Reece with Mr. 
Benjamin Gladstone (alternate) were elect- 
ed as parish-delegates to Convention 


for 1957-58. 


A minute of silence was observed jn 
tribute to the late Catechist Nathan Roup 
former Catechist of Mt. Olivet Church. 


Berbice River Lutherans pass the 1000 
mark ! 

The Pastor's report revealed that 
Lutherans on the Berbice River had exceed- 
ed the 1000 mark by 137! The Confirmed 
membership was 574 and Communing 502. 


The Parish had received $2,514 in 
offering and by paying $2, 276 had over- 
subscribed its effoiticrec: Self-support. 
Mt. Olivet Church and Grace Church were 
especially commended for. . contributing 
$ 200 and $190 respectively, etcve their 
apportionment, Self-Supp-rt. > 


The Buriai Society The report revealed 
that there was a net increase of 60 
members bringing the total membership to 
400! There wasa bank balance of 
$ 447.54. After some discussion Con- 
ference decided to raise the Death Bene- 
fit from $ 75. to $ 100. and the Levy from 
24 cents to 25 cents. 


“Get Together” Seturday evening was 
spent in fun and fellowship. Catechist 
Munro led the group assembled under the 
tent, in a lively sing-song and then follow- 
ed an impromptu concert. Like in eating, 
the Mt. Olivet delegation stole the show. 
All in all, a most enjoyable evening was 
spent. Two Films were afterwards project- 
ed “Westminster Abbey” and “Eldorado” 


The Sunday Service. Like at other 
Conferences, the Sunday Services were 
the high-light of the weekend. The 
message was brought by Pastor Christhilf in 
the morning and in the evening Pastor 
Ingalls preached. 


Vespers was climaxed with the presenta- 
tion of the Parish Banner to Grace Church, 
DeVelde. In anticipation of the victory 
Catechist Munro travelled with an un- 
usually large delegation and they were 


ee 
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writhed in pride and smiles as they receiv- 
ed their tropy. 


After Vespers the happy . delegation 
hoisted their banner and paraded up and 
down the ‘concerte pathway as the sang 
“The Church’s one Foundation is Jesus 


Christ our Lord.”” 


The following were the points gained 
by the respective congregations in the 
competition :— 


Grace — 880 points 
Mt Carmel — 764 points 
Mt Olivet — 67) points 
Mt Hermon —- 638 points 
Atonement + -=7539' points 
St. Paul — 528 .points 
Reformation — 508 points 


Farewell; Always a sad but necessary 
feature is the close of Conference. Break- 
ast was served atan early hour and Catech- 
ist Blair, afterwards, lead in devotions. As 
Catechist and Mrs. Blair and all their valiant 
band of helpers joined the delegates under 
the the big tent loud praises of thanks and 
appreciation were given to them for their 
love and hospitality. Pastor Magalee said 
the closing prayer and then hands were clasp- 
ed in Christian love as everyone joined in 
the singing of the hymn “God be with you 
till we meet again,” And so, “Swan Il” 
laiden again from stem tostern glided down 
river, and here and there, dropped off the 
servantsof God for CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
in 1957. 


Visitors Our parish was richly blessed 
with a four day visit by Dr. Viggo Swensen, 
Dr. ard Mrs. W. Carl Satre, Pastor Clifton 
Weihe and Mr Cyril Chu 


Our guests filled themselves very ad7 
mirably in avery packed scheduleand out 
people were greatly inspired by the mes- 
sages they delivered. , 


We wish them all God’s rich blessing. 


Southern Cros, 


THE NEW AMSTERDAM 
PARISH 


PASTOR E: B. MEYER 


EBENEZER New Amsterdam 
Organizations and Officers for 1957 


Vestry: Pastor E. B. | feyer, D. Sam, 
V. Williams, L.A. Bennett, S. Alonzo, L. 
Benons; |i Carpen, ©. S. Chu. 


Sunday School S. Alonzo, O. Steaman, 
A. A. Bone, J. Madramotoo, C. Bowen. 


Stewardship and Evangelism C.S. Chu, 
LA. Bennett, V. Dhanraj, S. Dookram, 
S. Alonzo, M, Asregado, J. Madramotoo, 
B. Munro, H. Allen. 


Women's League ~S. Deokram, », V. 
Sauers, M. Bowen, S. Murray, ©) 
Merchant, M. Saunders. 


C.S. Chu, S. Alonzo, D. 


King’s Men 
= C. James, Pastor 


Samp Ganisraseny 
E.B. Meyer. 


Senior Luther League C. Burke, C. 
Fraser, B- Smith, M. Washington, Je 
Sheriff, C. Jagdhar. 


Junior Luther League L. Asregado, 
C. Bowen, R. Stratton, H. Chu, M. Munro, 
R. Hunter. 


Acolyte Club J. Madramootoo, P. 
Benons, L. Asregado, H. Chung. 


Talitha Cumi Leaders O. Steaman, 
and Mrs. E.B. Meyer, Mrs. E. Austin, ™. 
Saunders, M. Washington. 


Children of the Church Leaders O. 
Steaman, and Mrs. E- 8. Meyer,  B. 
Persaud. 


STEWARDSHIP AND EVANGELISM 


Stewardship The congregation is cer- 
tainly rendering a good account of its 
Stewardship. God be praised! After 


meeting all its regular expenses and its 
[956 apportionment of $1, 824.00, the 
Treasurer's book disclosed a credit balance 


of $493.80 at December 31, 1956. 


Evangelism The congregation has the 
blessed privilege of participating in the 
New Amsterdam Area of the Lutheran 
Evangelism Mission. The next issue will 
give you details of the Mission Week. 
Chairman for the New Amsterdam Area is 
Pastor E B. Meyer. Councilmen C. S. Chu 
General Chairman for the Missien. 


Statistics Summary to December 
3), 1956. 

Baptized members |,163, Confirmed mem- 
bers 688, Communing memers 385, 
Prospective members 40, Sunday school 365, 
Senior Luther League 30, Junior Luther 
League 55, Women’s League 48, King’s 
men 26, Talitha Cumi 30, Choir 30, Child- 
ren of the Church 115, Acolyte Club 12, 
Children in High school 13, Attending 


Polytechnic Institute, Puerto Rico 5. 


As we commence 1957, God sets before 
us an open door; no man can shut it. Along 
the road, beyond the door lie new op- 
portunities, privileges, joys, — also new 
problems, dangers, and grave responsibilit- 
ies. There is anotherdoor that leads into 
our deepest souls. We pray Thee, O Father, 
to come in to usand to abide with us. Let 
Thy thoughts and Thy mercies be new tous 
each morning. 


STEWARDSHIP EXTRACTS 


|. You can’t live the new life with the 


old heart. 

2. Giving Godless than my whole life 
is robbery. 

3. -Life’s greatest transaction: Jesus 
Gave Himself for me; | give my- 
self to Him. 


4. Giving is an outward expression of 
an inward grace. 

Giving is a grace, never a grind. 

If you would raise money, raise 
your people first. 


re 
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7. True love always prompts a worthy 
gift. 

8. Loving never empties the heart, nor 
giving the purse. 


“WHY GIVE” 


When Mr Christian of today asks, “Why 
Give to my Church,” the answer is because 
God has established the Church as His in- 
strument of salvation in our world.” “| will 
build my Church" is the claim of christ, 
and history bears out its truth. Kingdoms, 
nations, armies, club, societies rise to 
power and fall from power, then cease to 
be. But the Church, remain “towering o’er 
the wrecks of time.’ The ‘“‘gates of hell 
shall not prevail agsinst it,” because Goa 
has ordained the Church in His vessel. 


John T. Peters. 


THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 


The Fourteenth Annual SS: was 
held in Ebenezer Church, New Amsterdam 
on Thursday, February 7, 1957. 


Pastor E. B. Mayer served as liturgist for 
the Service of Holy Communion and the 
President of the Church, Pastor A.R. 


Bowen preached an inspiring sermon. 


Following the Order for the opening of 
Synods the Committee on Elections and 
Credentials gave its report and elections 
to the Executive Committee took place as 
Follows: — 

Pastor H.C. Maga'ee (hy Constitutional 
rights), Catechist Arnold Persaud and Mr. 
ns. Chu, 


Excerps From the various reports: 


Committee on the State ofthe Church 

Sunday Schoc] Committee for [957 
Miss Elaine Wagner, Chairman, Pastor F.D. 
Christhilf, Miss O. Steamen and Catechist 
A. Persaud. 


Committee on Education An average 


_ of 74 pupils received financial aid, in whole 
or in part during the last year. 


Sunday School Committee 79 of our 
8! Sunday Schools are usingthe new Sun- 
day School Literature. A charge of 7 cents 
per child per quarter will be made for 
literature this year. Ten cents for each 
teacher's bouk. Picturerolls at cost. 


Synodical Women’ League $844.64 
were received as Thank-Offering in three 
district rallies. This is the first effort to- 
wards the “Old Folk Home” project. © 

There are thirteer. affiliated leagues in 
six of ten parishes. 


Stewardship Office $1 1,756.46 was re- 
ceived of the 1956 apportionment of 
$13,067.20 Sixteen Congregations ex- 
ceeded their apportionment. — Nativity, 
St. Luke, St.Stephen, St. Michael, St. 
James, St. Bartholomew, Transfiguration, 
St. Thomas, St. Clement, Ebenezer, St. 
Timothy, Grace, Mt. Olivet, Salem, 
Calvary and Epiphany. 


Eleven Congregations met their 
apportionment | — 
St. Mark, Reformation, Mt. Carmel, 
Atonement, Advent, Hope, Good 
Shepherd, Resurrection, Faith, St. 


Matthew, Bethany. 


Six Parishes exceeded their apportion- 
ment: Canje, Lower Berbice River, New 
Amsterdam, Upper Berbice River, West 
Coast Berbice, Upper East Coast and 
Georgetown. 


Committee on Evangelism 
1,031 Lutherans did not recieve the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in 1956. 


All congregations are urged toput into 
practice the Evangelism Week Program as 
outlined in the Committee's Report of 1955. 


Skeldon High School 197 students are 
enrolled, 25 Students sat the Senior 
Cambridge Examination, 19 have entered 


for the G. Ce 
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Statistical Secretary Baptized Member- 
ship—8,024 representing a gain of 7236. 
Confirmed Membership—3,3!/7— increase 
increase of 70. 

Communing Membership—? 343... increase 
of 13}. 

There are 86 Sunday School a gain 
of 3 with an enrolment of 4,358. 

Luther League membership—6/5 

Women’s League alte 

There are 18 Primary Schools with a total 
enrolment of 2,067. 


THE LUTHERAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
BY MISS MARIANNE FAGUE 


There were three Women’s League 
Rallies held in the month of October. One 
was held in Victoria on October 7th; the 
second was at Rosignol on October 8th, 
and the third at Betsy Ground on October 
\4th Mrs. George Krebs, a member of the 
Executive Board of the United Lutheran 
Church Women in the United States and 
the mother of Mrs. Edward Meyer, was the 
guest speaker at all the rallies. We were 
happy to have her to add inspiration to our 
rallies. Thankoffering was brought to these 
rallies. 

This isthe list of all the leagues and their 


gifts. 
October Grard Total 


St. Timothy $ 51.00 9 $ 88.00 
Ebenezer $ 44.75 $ 96.25 
Transfiguration SS 74 $ 48.67 
St. John $ 19.16 $ Al.A7 
St. Peter Si S90 $ 37.87 
Advent Opiate § 56.51 
Good Shepherd $; 60 S25 2.95 
Nazareth S$ a OO $ 19.62 
Christ $ > A782 $99.72 
Ressurrection ¢$ 600 $ 41.54 
Holy Trinity $ 10.00 ‘$ 44.00 
Holy Communion $ 40.50 A ee 
St. Paul ¢$ 6.00 $ 24.33 
Hope. grat HAS. 9 $ 16.94 
Offering, East Coast$ 13.28 ¢ 23.97 
East Bank, Berbice $ 6.47 $ 14.00 
West Coast Berbice $ 9.4 rao 03 
Messiah S25 Kale. 7> 
Special $ 10.00 


| 
| 


Grand Total $ 741.96 


The women are to be praised for their 
accomplishment in achieving their goal. 
The objective was to raise $1450.CO in the 
two years between conventions. Half of 
this goal has beer reached. God has cer- 
tainly blessed us as we ke'p others Con- 
tinuing in the same spirit of giviNg our 
Thankoffering quarterly, we :hould be able 
to achzive our objective by the time of the 
convention ii August: 

[W. C. PARISH contd. from last issue } 


HOPE, Ross !n stewardship over 
the top went Hope congregation in their 
Harvest program. The work running 
from Kingelly to about 30 village is, be- 
coming attractive to many unchurched 
people. The catechist has started an- 
other confirmation class and the prospec- 
tive list continues to grow, The congre- 
gation will form its own constitution and 
elect its first vestry at the beginning of 
ISD 7. 

ADVENT, Armadale. Heavy rains 
hampered the Harvest program at Advent 
but by evening time the weather had 
cleared and the children's progrem was 
a SUCCESS, 


Bath Estate Sunday School Harvest 

The children of the Estate planned 
and executed afine Harvest program. 
All of the chitdren knew their parts 
perfectly and the programe came off with 
recitations, solos and a special play. The 
parents who attended seemed well pieas- 
ed with the, attendance, the gifts and 
the program, 


FAITH, Woodley Park With the 
weather cooperating, the pregram of 
Faith Church was well attended with 
850% of the members communing at the 
service, Bath Settlement work continues 
to develop as the settlement grows, 
‘New Sunday School has been started to 
reinferce. the Old Settlement Sunday 
School, 

RESURRECTION, Willemstadt Again 
the menfolk of Willemstadt became the in- 
terior decorators anddida fine job of 
preparing for Harvest, The offerings 
helped to bring Resurrection with strik- 
ing distance of ‘their 100% mark 
in Stewardship. 


